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being selected as an honorable mention on 
the Under Armour Girls High School All-Amer-
ica Team. We look forward to her continued 
success both on and off the court. 

f 

HISTORICAL RECORD OF U.S. 
TREASURY $20.4 MILLION STIM-
ULUS PAYOUT TO QUALIFYING 
RESIDENTS IN AMERICAN SAMOA 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include, for historical purposes, infor-
mation about the U.S. Treasury’s $20.4 million 
stimulus payout to qualifying residents in 
American Samoa. 

[Press Release, Apr. 28, 2008] 
U.S. TREASURY SENDING $20.4 MILLION TO 

ASG TO PAY OUT ECONOMIC STIMULUS PAY-
MENTS TO QUALIFYING RESIDENTS 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that the American Samoa Government 
will receive $20.4 million from the U.S. De-
partment of Treasury to be paid out to quali-
fying residents as part of the Economic 
Stimulus Package that was signed into law 
to jumpstart the economy. 

Faleomavaega and Congresswoman Mad-
eleine Bordallo urged the Leadership of the 
House and Senate to include the Territories 
in the stimulus package and make child tax 
credits and tax rebates available to quali-
fying residents. The Members were success-
ful in their efforts and, prior to the bill being 
signed into law, in a letter dated January 29, 
2008, Faleomavaega informed Governor 
Togiola and the Fono that, for American 
Samoa, the U.S. Treasury would send a 
check of an estimated amount and ASG must 
have a plan approved promptly to disburse 
the money quickly. 

In a joint letter dated February 15, 2008 to 
Secretary Henry M. Paulson of the Depart-
ment of Treasury, Faleomavaega along with 
Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo, Con-
gresswoman Donna Christensen, and Resi-
dent Commissioner Luis Fortuno also urged 
the Secretary to implement an arrangement 
that will provide for the funds to be trans-
ferred in advance of the actual payouts of 
the rebates. 

‘‘Today, Secretary Paulson has honored 
our request and I thank him for informing 
my office that he has accepted ASG’s plan 
for distributing stimulus payments to resi-
dents of American Samoa, and that ASG will 
receive a check for $20.4 million in order to 
payout tax rebates and child tax credits to 
those who qualify,’’ Faleomavaega said. 
‘‘This payment is in accordance of the Eco-
nomic Stimulus Act of 2008 that was signed 
by the President on February 13, 2008.’’ 

‘‘The stimulus package was easily passed 
by both the House and Senate and I, again, 
thank Chairman Charles Rangel of the House 
Committee on Ways and Means and Chair-
man Max Baucus of the Senate Finance Com-
mittee for supporting our request to include 
the territories in the Economic Stimulus Act 
of 2008.’’ 

‘‘I also commend Governor Togiola and our 
local Tax Office for acting quickly and sub-
mitting a plan that has been approved by the 
U.S. Treasury. I am especially pleased that 
the people of American Samoa will benefit 
from these rebates which will help bolster 
our local economy,’’ Faleomavaega con-
cluded. 

The full text of Secretary Paulson’s letter 
of April 28 informing Governor Togiola of the 

approval of ASG’s Distribution Plan was for-
warded to Faleomavaega’s office by the U.S. 
Department of Treasury and follows: 

Dear Governor Tulafono: 
Thank you for your letter of April 23, 2008, 

submitting the Distribution Plan for the Re-
covery Rebates (the Plan) in American 
Samoa. The Economic Stimulus Act of 2008, 
P.L. 110–185 (the Act), requires that I approve 
American Samoa’s plan for distributing 
stimulus payments to residents of American 
Samoa. The Act also requires that once such 
a plan is approved, the Treasury Department 
make a payment to American Samoa in an 
amount estimated as being equal to the ag-
gregate benefits that would have been pro-
vided to residents of American Samoa by 
reason of the amendments made to the Inter-
nal Revenue Code by section 101(c) of the Act 
if a ‘‘mirror code’’ tax system had been in ef-
fect in American Samoa. 

In accordance with the Act, I approve the 
Plan, a copy of which is enclosed. Also, we 
have estimated the aggregate benefits that 
would have been provided to residents of 
American Samoa by reason of section 101(c) 
of the Act if a mirror code tax system had 
been in effect in American Samoa at $20.4 
million. A payment in this amount will be 
made by the Treasury Department to Amer-
ican Samoa to fund the prompt distribution 
of stimulus payments to resident of Amer-
ican Samoa pursuant to the Plan. 

Sincerely, 
Henry M. Paulson, Jr. 
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RECOGNIZING THE PUBLIC 
SERVICE OF DR. JERI PHEIFER 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the honorable public service of Dr. 
Jeri Pheifer as she retires from her position as 
Superintendent of the Everman Independent 
School District. 

Dr. Pheifer was appointed Superintendent of 
Schools in 2004, after serving the Venus and 
Albany Independent School Districts. Under 
her tenure with Everman Schools, the district 
has thrived and provided quality education for 
the thousands of children who attend class 
each day. Most notably, under Dr. Pheifer’s 
leadership the Everman Joe C. Bean High 
School Graduation Class of 2013 achieved a 
one hundred percent graduation rate. Her tire-
less work to improve and strengthen Everman 
schools has not gone unnoticed. Earlier this 
year Dr. Pheifer worked with Tarrant County 
College to open its newest Early College High 
School. Partnerships like these work to pro-
vide students, who likely would not otherwise 
consider attending college, an opportunity to 
earn a high school diploma and an associate’s 
degree at the same time. 

Over the past 35 years, Dr. Pheifer has 
worked tirelessly in the field of education. She 
has served as a teacher and administrator for 
public and private schools, serving students 
from pre-Kindergarten through the university 
level. These positions exemplify Dr. Pheifer’s 
dedication to not only the community she cur-
rently serves, but to the State of Texas and its 
citizens. Dr. Pheifer received her Bachelor of 
Arts and Master of Education degrees from 
Abilene Christian University and her Doctor of 
Education degree from Texas Tech University. 

It is an honor to recognize Dr. Pheifer on 
the occasion of her retirement from over three 

decades of contributions to Texas commu-
nities. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to please join me in 
recognizing Dr. Jeri Pheifer’s dedicated serv-
ice to the Everman Independent School Dis-
trict and the State of Texas. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ALLAN 
ALIFANO 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Allan Alifano, a retiring member of the Half 
Moon Bay City Council. Allan Alifano has 
served the people of Half Moon Bay with dis-
tinction through eight years on the city’s plan-
ning commission and since 2009 on the city 
council. 

Councilman Alifano has also served his 
community through countless meetings of the 
Local Agency Formation Commission and as a 
member of the local wastewater treatment 
board. While on the board during our period of 
intense drought, he supported recycling water 
from the treatment plant to meet local land-
scaping and golf course requirements. 

During his time on the council, Half Moon 
Bay underwent tremendous challenges includ-
ing the historic recession and consequent re-
ductions in sales tax receipts, as well as a 
legal judgment involving land use decisions. 
The combined impact of these events placed 
the city’s finances in great peril. Councilman 
Alifano was committed to seeing his commu-
nity pull through despite the odds. Ultimately, 
Half Moon Bay emerged with essential serv-
ices intact and a renewed commitment to 
community betterment. 

Councilman Alifano is the proud owner of 
Alifano Technologies in Half Moon Bay. 
Among many offerings, it specializes in com-
puter support, complex IT design and cus-
tomer service through the provision of needed 
supplies. The company is a prominent busi-
ness on Main Street, a location that dem-
onstrates the commitment of Councilman 
Alifano and his family to Half Moon Bay’s his-
toric business district. Alifano Technologies is 
also philanthropic, with the proceeds of e- 
waste recycling going towards the Boys and 
Girls Club of the Coastside. 

Mr. Speaker, serving on a city council is a 
challenging form of public service. Neighbors 
may have your phone number or buttonhole 
you in the store. You are privy to the most op-
timistic projections about the future of your 
town, and to some of the biggest challenges 
to continued prosperity. Allan Alifano handled 
his responsibilities with aplomb, enthusiasm 
and decisiveness. Half Moon Bay is a better 
community because he offered his services on 
behalf of its future. Please join me in con-
gratulating Allan Alifano on his service to the 
outstanding community of Half Moon Bay as 
he returns to private life in a city that was 
guided by his hopes for its future and by his 
service to all. 
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF HAR-

LEM’S TUSKEGEE AIRMAN JO-
SEPH HERMAN SPOONER 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the life of Tuskegee Airman Joseph 
Herman Spooner, a life-long resident of the 
Village of Harlem. As noted by the family: On 
September 11th, 2014, America surrendered a 
living legend to the annals of Black American 
history. Inextricably intertwined to the impor-
tance of this day ‘‘September 11th’’ in Amer-
ican history, a Tuskegee Airman at 94 years 
old, has passed over. 

September 11 reminds all of us every year 
that ‘freedom is not free’ and the strength of 
our nation depends on men and women, such 
as Joe Spooner, a decorated World War II 
original member of the 99th Fighter Squadron/ 
332 Fighter Group stationed out of Tuskegee, 
Alabama. 

Joseph Spooner was born on October 30th, 
1919 to Joseph and Georgianna Spooner. Jo-
seph was hilarious and loved to play jokes on 
people. He was high spirited and the life of the 
party. He had 6 children and three generations 
of grandchildren. He attended PS 179 Ele-
mentary School, PS 165 Robert E. Simon, and 
graduated from Dewitt Clinton High School in 
which he excelled in academics and athletics. 
He loved to play and watch sports. In his early 
years, he played Semi-Pro Basketball on a 
team called the Columbians. 

At the time he was drafted Joseph Spooner 
was a freshman at The City College of New 
York. Having played with the likes of Negro 
Basketball League legend John Issacs and 
‘‘Pop’’ Gates of the original Harlem Globe-
trotters he made his family proud qualifying to 
pursue a college education during such a ra-
cially charged and segregated time period. 
America in the 1940’s, was unforgiving for 
people of color, it was an impossible dream 
come true, yet a dream deferred. Joseph 
Spooner left college, abandoning a basketball 
scholarship to serve his country. 

Joe enlisted into service in 1942, and in 
1943 this Black American hero was commis-
sioned for duty with the Tuskegee Airmen. On 
April 1943, the 99th Fighter Squadron in their 
P–47 Thunderbolt fighters went into combat 
bound for North Africa, where it would join the 
33rd Fighter Group and its commander, Colo-
nel William W. Momyer. Given little guidance 
from battle-experienced pilots, the 99th’s first 
combat mission was to attack the small stra-
tegic volcanic island of Pantelleria in the Medi-
terranean Sea to clear the sea lanes for the 
Allied invasion of Sicily in July 1943. The air 
assault on the island began on 30 May 1943. 
The 99th flew its first combat mission on June 
2, 1943. The surrender of the garrison of 
11,121 Italians and 78 Germans due to air at-
tack was the first of its kind. 

The 99th moved on to Sicily and received a 
Distinguished Unit Citation for its performance 
in combat led by Col. Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., 
Commander of the Tuskegee Airmen 332nd 
Fighter Group. Though subject to racial dis-
crimination, both at home and abroad, the 996 
pilots and more than 15,000 ground personnel 
who served with the all-black units would be 
credited with some 15,500 combat sorties and 

earn over 150 Distinguished Flying Crosses 
for their achievements. With over 200 combat 
missions the Tuskegee Airmen did not lose a 
single bomber. They did everything in their 
power to protect and shield the bombers. 

As American history has now recognized 
the heroism and amazing exploits and air bat-
tles that took place in the skies over Europe 
by the 99th Fighter Squadron/332 Fighter 
Group, Joe as Armorer may have had the 
most important role by which he was respon-
sible for loading the fighter planes with ammu-
nition. In 2006, I introduced legislation to 
honor the Tuskegee Airmen with the Congres-
sional Gold Medal. In March of 2007, 
Tuskegee Airman Joseph Herman Spooner re-
ceived the Congressional Gold Medal of 
Honor from President George W. Bush 

Great men, like our beloved Tuskegee Air-
man Joseph Herman Spooner are temporary 
gifts we have in this world, but their accom-
plishments and achievements are far remem-
bered and forever lasting. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
my distinguished colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the life of Tuskegee Airman Joseph 
Herman Spooner. 

f 

HISTORICAL RECORD OF SENATE 
AND HOUSE HEARINGS ON 
FALEOMAVAEGA’S BILL TO PRO-
TECT VOTING RIGHTS OF AMER-
ICAN SAMOA’S ACTIVE DUTY 
SERVICE MEMBERS AND OVER-
SEAS VOTERS 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include, for historical purposes, infor-
mation on Senate and House hearings on a 
bill to protect the voting rights of American Sa-
moa’s active duty service members and over-
seas voters. 

[Press Release, July 14, 2004] 
SENATE HOLDS HEARING ON FALEOMAVAEGA 

BILL TO PROTECT VOTING RIGHTS OF ACTIVE 
DUTY SERVICE MEMBERS AND OVERSEAS 
VOTERS 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Subcommittee on Public Lands 
and Forests held a hearing on H.R. 2010, a 
bill he introduced to protect the voting 
rights of active duty service members and 
overseas voters whose home of residence is 
American Samoa. 

At this time, I want to thank Chairman 
Larry Craig and Ranking Member Ron 
Wyden for holding this hearing and for enter-
ing the full text of my statement into the 
record, Congressman Faleomavaega said. I 
also want to thank Senator Daniel Akaka 
who is a senior member of both the Energy 
Committee and the Subcommittee on Public 
Lands. Senator Akaka was instrumental in 
getting this hearing held and I thank him for 
his support and kind words. 

At today’s hearing, Senator Akaka said, 
‘‘H.R. 2010 was introduced by my good friend, 
Eni Faleomavaega, a senior member of the 
House who couldn’t testify himself because 
of the centennial celebration for the islands 
of Manua. On this occasion, I d like to send 
the people of American Samoa our best wish-
es as they celebrate the 100th anniversary 
since the stars and stripes were first raised 
by their traditional chiefs.’’ 

Senator Akaka continued by saying, ‘‘I do 
not have a question, Mr. Chairman, but a 
comment as someone who is very familiar 
with the challenges of transportation and 
communications out in the Pacific. This bill 
would resolve a long-standing problem in 
electing the Delegate from American Samoa: 
How to conduct a run-off election in just 14 
days in a territory with a very large number 
of absentee voters and only two regular 
flights from the U.S. each week? This bill 
would provide for election of the Delegate by 
a plurality vote. Or, if the local government 
wants, by a majority vote following a pri-
mary election. It would resolve a long-stand-
ing problem.’’ 

Chairman Craig thanked Senator Akaka 
for his opening comments and I also thank 
Senator Akaka for being at today’s hearing. 
Although I was invited to testify before the 
Senate Subcommittee, I thought it was 
equally important to attend Flag Day cele-
brations being held in American Samoa to 
recognize Manua’s 100 year relationship with 
the United States, Congressman 
Faleomavaega said. This celebration is an 
historic event and I am pleased to be with 
the people on this important occasion and, 
again, I am pleased that Chairman Craig rec-
ognized the importance of Flag Day and in-
cluded my written testimony in the Com-
mittee records. 

I am also pleased to welcome the MV Sili 
to Manua. It is most fitting for our new ves-
sel to arrive from Louisiana just in time to 
commemorate Manuas history and to honor 
our traditional leaders and chiefs, past and 
present. The arrival of this vessel has been 
more than a year in the making and I am 
grateful to our friends in the House and Sen-
ate who supported our efforts to set aside 
funding for this vessel. 

When Republicans in the Senate wanted to 
cut funding for the Territories from the Tax 
Act of 2003, Democratic Senator Benjamin 
Nelson from Nebraska fought hard to help us 
keep our funding in place. Later, Republican 
Chairman Bill Thomas of the House Ways 
and Means Committee sent me a letter say-
ing that he was pleased he could assist me in 
this effort. 

Because we were successful in including 
the Territories, American Samoa received 
more than $10 million from the Tax Act of 
2003 and I am grateful that Senator John 
Breaux of Louisiana and Ranking Member 
Charles Rangel of the House Committee on 
Ways and Means stood with me in estab-
lishing Congressional intent on how these 
funds should be spent, Congressman 
Faleomavaega said. 

I am also pleased that Governor Togiola 
stood with me and agreed that $5 million 
should be set aside for the purchase of a new 
vessel for Manua. I am also thankful that 
Senator Breaux put us in touch with one of 
the best shipyards in the world located in 
Louisiana and then personally made sure 
that American Samoa was receiving one of 
the best vessels Louisiana had to offer at a 
cost of $4 million. I consider Senator Breaux 
a good friend and I can say with certainty 
that he is also a friend of American Samoa. 

This year, we have much to be thankful for 
including this historic legislation which is 
moving through Congress to protect the vot-
ing rights of our active duty service mem-
bers and our college students and other over-
seas voters. H.R. 2010 is a bipartisan bill 
which is supported by Republican Chairman 
Richard Pombo and Ranking Democratic 
Member Nick Rahall of the House Com-
mittee on Resources, Faleomavaega said. 

On May 5, 2004, the House Committee on 
Resources passed this bill by unanimous con-
sent. On June 14, 2004, a Republican con-
trolled House passed H.R. 2010 without objec-
tion. I am pleased that the Senate is now 
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